
2
Plan

Think about a time 
when you got a big 
surprise. Remember 
where you were, what 
happened, and how you 
reacted.

1
Prompt

Write a journal entry about the surprise 
and your reaction to it. Carefully retell 
the events in order. Use transition 
words to help.

Caught by Surprise

3
Write

Name  Sequence of events

Date

Transition Words

first later
then after
next finally
as soon as

Middle

What did you think?

What did you do?

How did you feel?

Ending

What did you do next?

Beginning

Where were you 
when you were 
surprised?

Who was with you?
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